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Beginners


Lesson 1 - Getting Going

Welcome to the most fun and challenging game around. All you need to play is four people and a pack of cards. The four players form two partnerships – North/South and East/West, who face each other.

THE PACK

There are fifty-two cards, made up of thirteen cards in four suits; Spades(, Hearts(, Diamonds( and Clubs(. The Ace (A) is the highest card, followed by the King (K), Queen(Q), Jack (J), ten…….down to the two.

CHOOSING PARTNERS

The pack is placed face down on the table and all four players select a card. The players with the two highest cards become one partnership, the two lowest another. The player who cuts the highest card becomes the dealer for the first hand and gets to choose where to sit at the table.

DEALING

The player on dealers left shuffles then passes the pack to their partner (on dealer’s right) who cuts the pack in half – face down. Dealer completes the cut and starts to deal clockwise. Once all the cards have been dealt each player should have thirteen cards – their HAND.

OBJECTIVE

Each player then picks up their hand and sorts the cards into suits. The objective of the game is for each partnership to make as many TRICKS as possible.

TRICKS

A trick consists of four cards played in clockwise rotation – one card from each player. The highest card wins the trick. If your partnership has more of the high cards, you should win more of the tricks. The winner of a trick will lead first to the next one. You must play a card of the suit led, if you have one. If you have no cards in the suit led you may (a) throw a bad card from another suit or (b) attempt to win the trick by playing a TRUMP.

TRUMPS

The trump suit is the boss suit for any given deal. Even the two of trumps outranks any card from the other three suits; only a higher trump can beat it. Thus the partnership with more trumps should take more tricks.

THE AUCTION

To determine the trump suit an auction (or bidding) is necessary. Every player has the opportunity to make bids in the auction, starting with the dealer and proceeding clockwise. Each bid must be higher than the previous one according to the ranking order: - 

NO TRUMPS (NT)

SPADES ♠
HEARTS ♥
DIAMONDS (
CLUBS ♣
If you do not want to make a bid you ‘no bid’ or ‘pass’. The final and thus highest bid becomes the CONTRACT.

	The lowest bid is at the level of one in clubs, the lowest ranked suit.
	THE LADDER

	7NT is the highest bid possible, (no trump being the highest ranked denomination). 
	7NT

	Why only seven? Because any bid suggests the partnership can make six tricks PLUS the number of tricks bid, with the suit named as trumps.

2(  says; 2 + 6 = 8 tricks with ( as trump;

3♠ says; 3 + 6 = 9 tricks with ♠ as trump;

5♣ says; 5 + 6 = 11 tricks with ♣ as trump
	3♣

	
	2NT

	
	2♠

	
	2♥

	
	2(

	
	2♣

	
	1NT

	
	1♠

	
	1♥

	
	1(

	
	1♣


HAND EVALUATION

To decide if we want to bid we need to know whether we have a good or bad hand. To evaluate this we assign points to the top four cards.

	HIGH CARD POINTS (HCP’s)
	A
	= 4 points
	There are ten points in each suit and thus forty points in the pack. An average hand is ten points. To start (open) the bidding you will require 12+ HCP’s.

	
	K
	= 3 points
	

	
	Q
	= 2 points
	

	
	J
	= 1 point
	

	
	
	
	


BALANCED OR UNBALANCED?

All bridge hands are either balanced or unbalanced. A BALANCED hand contains 

(a) NO VOIDS (zero cards in a suit)

(b) NO SINGLETONS (one card in a suit)

(c) NOT MORE THAN ONE DOUBLETON (two cards in a suit)

There are only three balanced distributions (4-3-3-3, 4-4-3-2, 5-3-3-2) but they are common and thus very important.

Your ROUTINE upon gathering your hand should be to sort into suits, count your points and decide whether you are balanced or unbalanced.

THE PLAY

Once the auction is concluded and the contract decided, we move on to the play. The first player to bid the final trump suit will play out the hand and is called declarer.

(1) Declarer’s left hand opponent leads a card to commence the first trick.

(2) Declarers partner lays out their hand face up on the table with the trump suit on their right. This is called the dummy. Declarer says “thank you partner,” even if the dummy is horrible!

(3) Declarer will play the dummy and their own hand.
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