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BRIDGE: CELEBRITY GRAND SLAM

Here are all the 32  hands played during Bridge: Celebrity Grand Slam with expert commentary from Glyn Liggins and Andrew ‘Tosh’ McIntosh on what should have happened rather than what did. In each episode, the contestants play four hands.
EPISODE 1 HANDS:

1)  Love all; Dealer North


 K3

        

   A75




 QJ1092
        
 632


 76

 AJ952


 QJ4

 K82


 A843

 K7


 KJ97

 AQ5


 Q1084

        
 10963

        
 65

        
 1084        
Possible Auction     
Lead: 10
West            
North           East            South


Pass
  1 
  Pass
 

2
Pass
  3NT
  All Pass

Glyn and Andrew say: A straightforward enough starter hand. Whether or not South leads the 10, East should play on that suit to establish two extra winners to go with the seven sure ones they started with. 

2) North-South game; Dealer East



 Q873

        

 8
       

 KJ108
        

 J1053

 J64




 AK952

 AQ74




 J109652
 97




 None
 Q974




 K8

          

 10

        

 K3
        

 AQ65432
        
            A62


Possible Auction


Lead: 10


West        North        East           South



1
2

3
4
4
5
Pass
Pass
5
All Pass
Glyn & Andrew say: North-South will almost certainly be tempted to the five level by their 11-card fit and 5 is a good sacrifice against 4, even at the prevailing vulnerability. With the heart finesse and a good view in spades, East should be able to come to 12 tricks in hearts. 
3) East-West game; Dealer South




 10

        

 Q104

        

 Q98

        

 Q109754

 AQ653




 987


 6




 K7532

 A7




 J104


 AKJ62




 83





 KJ42

        

 AJ98

        

 K6532

        


 None             
Possible Auction

Lead: 8

West        North        East            South




1

Double
2 
Pass
Pass

All Pass



Andrew and Glyn say: West, with a rock-crusher, will not enjoy the play in this hand. Nothing is favorable. Any East-West contract above the three level is likely to be doubled! Doubling, followed by bidding one’s own suit, shows a hand too good to overcall with immediately, say 16/17+ points.

4) Game all; Dealer West



 AQ53

        

 4
        

 AJ7
        

 A9543


 9742




 K1086


 6




 8753

 8652




 KQ3

 Q1082



 J7



 J

        

 AKQJ1092
        

 1094
                             K6            
Possible Auction               
Lead: 6
   .

West        North        East            South

Pass
1
Pass
2

Pass
2 
Pass
4
Pass
6
All Pass



Andrew & Glyn say: Only 29 points between North-South but 6makes even on a diamond lead if declarer ducks in the dummy at trick one. If declarer goes up with the A they can never make their fifth club. 

EPISODE 2 HANDS:
5) North-South game; Dealer North
 


 7654

        

 AK9
        

 QJ765
        

 9

 AQJ98




 K1032

 Q65




 874


 10




 2
 A863




 QJ1072


        

 None

        

 J1032
        

 AK9843
        

 K54                   

Possible Auction                  
Lead: A
West        North        East           South


Pass
Pass
1


1
3
3
4


Pass
6
All Pass  


Glyn & Andrew say:  The fact that the South hand is void in spades makes the North hand an extremely potent one. Can North-South diagnose the 21-point slam? In 6 you have two chances: a club to the king and when West produces the A you fall back on the heart finesse which works. Contract made! 
6) East-West game; dealer East



 KQJ107

        

 1043
       

 82
        

 K87


 A652




 4


 AQ




 K762

 AKQJ



 7643

 AQ5




 6432

          

 983

        

 J985
        

 1095
        

 J109
Possible Auction                 
Lead: K
West        North        East            South



Pass
Pass


2
2
Pass
Pass


3NT
All Pass



Glyn & Andrew say: West has nine winners, but annoyingly cannot get to the K in dummy because of the blockage in that suit. West will need to use North as stepping stone to the ninth trick. West must duck the first two rounds of spades; cash the red suit winners in hand then give North the lead with the fourth round of spades to make the game. North concedes a trick to East’s K or to West’s Q. An endplay!
7) Game all; Dealer South




 K76
        

 A432
       

 AKQ3
        

 J3

 AJ2




 1098543

 KQ109



 86

 42




 87

 A765




 984
          

 Q
        

 J75
        

 J10965
        

 KQ102


Possible Auction                      
Lead: 10
West        North        East            South




Pass

1NT
Double
2
3
Pass
3NT
All Pass
Glyn and Andrew say: When East opens a weak no-trump, North’s correct bid is double, showing 16+ points any shape. This is very bad news for East, as 1NT doubled is a disaster!

East had better bid 2, not out of joy but out of necessity. East’s hand may be useless in no-trumps, but with spades as the trump suit, it should provide a fair few winners. 

East leads the 10 and West plays the A and then the J. North must hold back his K until the third round to cut communications between East-West.  
8) Love all; Dealer West



 J632

        

 J94
        

 2
        

 AQ742

 Q1097




 AK8

 A32




 None
 AK763




 Q954
 5




 KJ10986





 54

        

 KQ108765
        

 J108
        

 3                         
Possible Auction

Lead: 4
West        North        East           South

1
Pass
2
3
Pass
4 
6
All Pass
Glyn & Andrew say: North-South's barrage means that East-West will have to end up guessing the final contract. Still that East hand is good opposite a 1 opening. With careful play the slam should come home. On a heart lead, West should take the trick in hand with the ace and lead a club, establishing the king for a spade discard. When you have bid high based on lots of trumps and distribution it is important not to squander your main asset early. If West draws trumps too soon, s/he will fail.
EPISODE 3 HANDS:
9) East-West game; Dealer North



 None

        

 Q986
       

 A1052
        

 KQJ95


 KJ96542



 AQ1087


 32




 AK1074

 73




 Q4

 A8




 3

          

 3

        

 J5
        

 KJ986
        

 107642



Possible Auction    

Lead: 
West        North        East           South


1
1
2
4
5
5
Pass
All Pass
Andrew & Glyn say: 5 should prove easy with the luxury of 12 trumps. If East West stray (or are pushed) into 6 the defence must lead diamonds. If they lead a club then the hearts can be set up for a diamond discard and the contract will be made. 

10. Game all; dealer East



 6
        

 Q
       

 K105432
        

 J10743

 Q432




 10875

 J10732




 A
 9




 QJ86
 AK5




 Q862

          

 AKJ9

        

 K98654
        

 A7
        

 9

Possible Auction

Lead: A




West        North        East           South



Pass
1


Pass
1NT
Pass
2


Pass
Pass
Double
All Pass

Glyn and Andrew say: A nightmare hand for North-South, where even a two level contract is in danger. There should be some juicy penalties for East-West. Note that if North responds at the two level, South will keep bidding to game. Disaster! The correct response on the North hand is 1NT (6-9 points). This should take the wind out of South’s sails.
11) Love all; Dealer South



 AQ
        

 AQ984
       

 A10653
        

 5


 J10954



 8763


 3




 762

 Q8




 KJ97

 Q10976



 K8

          

 K2

        

 KJ105
        

 42
        

 AJ432

Possible Auction 

Lead: 2
West        North        East            South




1


Pass
1
Pass
2

Pass
4NT
Pass
5


Pass
5NT
Pass
6


All Pass
Glyn and Andrew say: North is on the slam hunt as soon as South opens. Their heart fit comes to light quickly, and North may even try to get to a grand slam. Unfortunately North-South find themselves short of a key king. North needs to be careful in 6, as drawing three rounds of trumps will leave him a trick short! Correct technique is to establish the diamond suit first, ruffing high in dummy if necessary. 

Andrew says a neater bidding sequence is: 
West        North        East            South




1

Pass
1
Pass
2
Pass
6All Pass
12. North-South game; dealer West



 10975
        

 1072
       

 83
        

 J1087

 K432




 A86

 643




 AQ8

 K76




 A54

 Q42




 AK93
          

 QJ
        

 KJ95
        

 QJ1092
        

 65

Possible Auction 

Lead: Q
West        North        East            South

Pass
Pass
2NT
Pass

3NT
All Pass



Glyn and Andrew say: Everybody’s 3NT! The world and his wife will be in this, but can East bring the contract home on the Q lead. Correct play is to win the first diamond and concede a spade trick to the opposition. On the diamond continuation, East should win and try the black suits hoping for a 3-3 break in one of them. Disappointment! But East has one final string to his bow. Give South the lead in diamonds, and make the Q at trick 12. Another endplay!
.
EPISODE 4 HANDS:
13) Game all; dealer North


 
 J1082

        

 1062
       

 K862



 J7


 K765




 A


 AQ74




 J53

 Q9




 A53

 953




 K108642

          

 Q943

        

 K98
        

 J1074
        

 AQ                
Possible Auction         
Lead:  3
West        North        East           South


Pass
1
Double

Redouble 1 
2
Pass 

          All Pass



Andrew & Glyn say: With 23 high card points between them East West should end up in a part score –  being the best. If they stray into 3NT a diamond play by South will scupper the contract. West’s redouble showed 9 plus high card points and a desire to penalize North-South. 
14) Love all; Dealer East



 10

        

 10432
       

 AQ106



 7532

 765




 AJ942

 865




 K7
 J




 9542
 KQ10984



 A6

          

 KQ83

        

 AQJ9
        

 K873
        

 J
Possible Auction             
Lead: J
West       North         East          
South



1
1NT


2
Double
Pass
2


Pass
3
Pass
4
All Pass

Glyn & Andrew say: This will be a difficult auction, and it is by no means obvious where the contract will come to rest. What do you think about South’s decision on the first round of the auction? 1NT is probably best, being the least flawed option. Note also North’s take-out double, looking for a fit in one of the red suits. In 4, the diamond lead is an obvious singleton. Win the lead in dummy. Draw the trumps quickly, starting by leading the 10 from the dummy so that the finesse can be repeated.
15) North-South game; dealer South



 Q53
        

 AK109743
       

 J10
        

 3

 A642




 KJ10987

 J82




 None

 Q95




 432

 A98




 QJ102
          

 None
        

 Q65
        

 AK876
        


 K7654
Possible Auction

Lead: Q

West        North        East           South




1

Pass
1
1
2

3
4
4
5

All Pass  



Glyn and Andrew say: N/S can make 6, but E/W have a profitable sacrifice in 6, which will go two down. Note how it pays to get involved with a long suit and a good distribution. East has a weaker hand than West, but it is incumbent on the hand with the long suit to get involved early on. If East finds a good fit for his spade suit, he can start to push the opponents around.
16) East-West game; Dealer West



 QJ1097

        

 AJ9
        

 843
        

 106
 None




 AK2
 K82




 Q4


 AK1095



 QJ762

 K7542




 AJ3





          

 86543

        

 107653
       

 None
        

 Q98

Possible Auction

Lead: Q

West       
North        East            
South

1
1
2
3


Pass
5
All Pass


Andrew and Glyn say: 5 is cold. A very touch and go slam hand for East West in 6. It looks like the position of the Q kills it but 12 tricks can be made by use of the Morton’s Fork coup. West must lead a small heart towards the queen in dummy. If North takes their ace they are doomed because the heart king will provide a club discard. If they don’t take it they are also doomed for West will discard their other two hearts on the AK.
EPISODE 5 HANDS:
17) Love all; Dealer North



 93

        

 AJ10
        

 9432
        

 10843


 QJ106



 AK84


 Q75




 K9

 Q8765



 AK

 5




 AK762

          

 752

        

 86432
       

 J10



 QJ9
Possible Auction          
Lead: J



West       North         East            South


Pass
2
Pass


2 
Pass
3 
Pass

3
Pass
3
Pass

5
Pass
6
All Pass

Glyn and Andrew say: A difficult deal for East-West to bid. Note that 5224 is an unbalanced hand, so East should bid 3(, not no-trumps after the standard 2(-2 start. The spade fit should now come to light. 6( is the best slam and East can make it by ruffing two clubs. No other slam can make on best defence.
18) North-South game; Dealer East


 
 Q76
        

 Void
       

 A954
        

 A108732
 1032




 Void

 AQJ106



 98743
 K862




 1073
 Q




 KJ954
          

 AKJ9854
        

 K52
        

 QJ
        

 6

Possible Auction                    
Lead: Q

West          North         East            South



Pass
1

2
3
4
4
Pass
6
All Pass

Andrew and Glyn say: Deals in which both sides have a big fit and a void mean that there will be a lot of tricks available. The East-West barrage, however, makes getting to slam very difficult for North-South. The play is not without interest on the Q lead. A successful line is for South to come to hand with a trump and take the diamond finesse. Two heart ruffs would secure the contract. It is not clear this is technically best but a good line is a working line!
19) East-West game; dealer South



 J6
        

 A852
        

 J3
        

 AK543

 Q8




 K97432

 KQJ1094



 None

 Q1065




 9872

 2




 J108
        

 A105
        

 763
        

 AK4
        


 Q976

Possible Auction

Lead: K

West        North        East           South




1NT


2
3NT
All Pass
Glyn and Andrew say: This should be a short auction for North-South. North’s 3NT is a practical, quantitative assessment of that collection. However, there is a very annoying blockage in clubs, which if you do not spot will deny you your ninth trick. The fourth round of clubs cannot be won in the North hand, so on a heart lead you cannot take your nine winners. The answer is to duck three rounds of hearts and discard the 6 on the A.
20) Game all; Dealer West



 K64

        

 K76
       

 Q542
        

 Q97

 Q85




 10973
 AQ84




 J1093
 KJ93




 8
 A6




 J1053

          

 AJ2

        

 52
        

 A1076
        

 K842

Possible Auction

Lead: 6




West           North        East            South

1
Pass
Pass
Dble


Pass
1NT
2 
All Pass
Glyn and Andrew say: It is important for South to protect over 1. South’s double asks North to compete in any of the three other suits. Indeed, one may find such a bid with as few as 8 points in this position, just to keep the auction alive. Note North's 1NT reply and its strength. 2 should be defeated with best defence. A trump lead is often a good idea when the opponents buy the contract, but your side has the greater share of the strength.
EPISODE 6 HANDS:
21) North-South game; Dealer North
     

 98

        

 KQ52

        

 KJ4

        

 KJ102

 A3



 KJ107652
 J3




 A10

 732




 1085

 986543




 7





 Q4

        

 98764

        

 AQ96

        


 AQ
Possible Auction             
Lead: 7
West        North        East            South


1NT
3
Double(!)
Pass
4
All Pass
Andrew and Glyn say: An interesting auction for North-South. What does South bid over that pesky 3( pre-empt over partner’s 1NT? South knows that his side has enough points for a game, but has no clear bid. South could try 3NT, but lacks a spade stopper and 4is unappealing with such an appalling heart suit. But the more modern and better method is to double. The double is not for penalties but invites partner to compete in any unbid suit. However good defence from East-West can beat this contract! 
22) East-West game; Dealer East



 QJ86
        

 K4
        

 9732
        

 QJ5

 A7432



 K95

 1087




 AQ965

 AKQ6



 J104

 7




 32
        

 10



 J32



 85


 AK109864




Possible Auction     


Lead: A
West        North        East            South



Pass
3

Double
4
4 
All Pass



Glyn & Andrew say: Who would you blame if East-West missed their game? West should bid, but s/he had better double rather than bidding 3, as 4 can make with ease and 4 with difficulty (and luck). It is incumbent on the hand with a shortage in the opponents’ pre-empted suit to act!
23) Game all; Dealer South 



 KJ3
        

 A432
       

 Q765
        

 K10

 1054




 AQ2

 76




 KQJ85

 KJ4




 A2

 AQ843



 J65
          

 9876
        

 109
        

 10983
        

 972


Possible Auction            
Lead: K
West        North        East            South




Pass


Pass
1NT
Double
All Pass
Glyn says: The nightmare hand for a weak no-trump. You are doubled and you have nowhere to run. This will be expensive unless South finds the inspired gamble of 2 - take-outs are meant to have five cards in the suit! On perfect defence 1NT doubled can be held to two tricks for 1400 points for East-West! If East-West continue bidding they can make 3NT but that only gives them 600 or so points. 
24) Love all; Dealer West



 AK8543
        

 AQ96
        

 A43
        

 None
 96




 107


 J1054




 8732

 Q7




 J986

 J9765




 A83


        

 QJ2
        

 K



 K1052
        

 KQ1042

Possible Auction      

Lead: 10

West        North        East            South

Pass
1
Pass
2
Pass
2
Pass
4

Pass
6
All Pass

Andrew & Glyn say: A simple hand to bid to 6(, but tough to get to seven. You can make 13 tricks if you manage to ruff a diamond in dummy. To be certain of making 12 win the diamond lead with the ace, cash the K, trump a club low, trump a heart with the J and draw trumps. East ends up being squeezed and you will make 13. But play for the 12 first!
EPISODE 7 HANDS:
25) East-West game; Dealer North



 2
        

 AQ10
        

 KJ10983
        

 KQJ
 A107




 KQJ84
 9832




 KJ6

 None




 62

 A98765



 1042


        

 9653
        

 754



 AQ754
        

 3

Possible Auction

Lead: K
   West        North        East            South

Pass
1
1
3


3
5
All Pass


Glyn and Andrew  say: A good defensive hand! West has to overtake with the A on the first round and switch to a heart to defeat the contract. West should know there is only one spade trick available for their side. East should have five plus spades for the overcall, so with four spades appearing in the dummy North has at most one. West has to look for another trick somewhere. Dummy’s weak 754 looks the best suit to attack.
26)  Game all; dealer East
        

 A4

        

 AKJ8642

        

 5

        

 J96


 Q863




 KJ1097


 Q73




 109


 AQ64




 K92


 54




 AK3

        

 52

        

 5

        

 J10873

        


 Q10872

Possible Auction



Lead: 5

West        North        East           South




1
Pass

3
 4 
   4 
       All Pass



Glyn & Andrew say: There is an interesting defence to 4 . North wins the heart lead and switches to a diamond. When trumps are played North must immediately win with the ace and play a low heart so that partner can ruff and return a diamond for yet another ruff. How does North know that South’s lead is a singleton? Well, the 5 is the lowest remaining heart out, so it must be a singleton or from an honour.  But the missing honour is in dummy so the five must be a singleton. If it was a doubleton South would have led the top card.
27) Love all; Dealer South


 
 KJ985
        

 K762
        

 85
        

 K10
 4




 Q72


 Q94




 AJ3


 KJ763




 AQ1092

 Q753




 J6





          

 A1063
        

 1085
       

 4



 A9842
Actual Auction     Actual Lead was the A
West        North        East           South


                                     Pass                    
Pass             1 2
4

All Pass


Andrew and Glyn say: The famous 1929 Bennett murder hand. John opened light with 1 on the North hand. His wife, Myrtle, rapidly propelled her spouse to 4. He failed to make his ambitious contract. A row ensued and Myrtle ended up shooting her husband dead. It’s been said married couples should never hang wall paper, learn to drive or play bridge with each other. We disagree with the final one!
P.S. Myrtle was acquitted of pre-meditated murder - rumour being the judge was a bridge player…
28) North-South game; Dealer West



 J7

        

 QJ10
        

 86542
        

 K42

KQ1043



 9652

 865




 2

 AJ




 K1093
 J109




 Q653

          

 A8

        

 AK9743
       

 Q7
        

 A87
Possible Auction     

Lead: K
West        North        East            South

Pass
Pass
Pass
1

1
2
2
4

All Pass
Glyn and Andrew say: With only nine tricks, South has a struggle to make the tenth. Will anyone spot the potential of making an extra diamond trick? Meanwhile might East-West take advantage of the favourable vulnerability to sacrifice? The right line of play for South is to win the spade lead and play a diamond immediately. With careful use of dummy’s QJ10 as entries a fifth round diamond winner can be established to make the contract.
EPISODE 8 HANDS:
29) Game all; dealer North



 K109

        

 KJ732



 J10
        


 KJ8

 42




 AQJ3

 10964




 Q85


 953




 K64


 10652




 AQ7







 8765

        

 A
        

 AQ872
        

 943

Possible Auction             
Lead: 7
West       
North        East            
South


1
1NT
Double


All Pass


Andrew and Glyn say: A hand where East-West can get into trouble! North-South should make sure that they do not let this big fish off the hook! Doubles of No Trumps are always for penalties. South knows that East has intervened in the auction with the minority of points for his side. North should pass. 
30) Love all; Dealer East



 Q

        

 A109873
       

 A109
        

 A86

 873



 AK109642

 62



 None
 8765432


 KQJ
 Q



 KJ4

          

 J5

        

 KQJ54
        

 None
        

 1097532
Possible Auction       
Lead: K
West        North        East           South



2
Pass

2NT
3
3
4
4
5
5
All Pass
Andrew and Glyn say: A competitive hand where both sides can make a game. North-South will need to go to 5 to sacrifice against 4and East will surely be tempted to push onto 5 which will make if South leads a heart. 5 is off if East finds a club lead.
31) North-South game; Dealer South




 96
        

 109853
        

 AKJ75
        

 A

 AJ8754



 KQ1032

 None




 7


 3




 942


 Q107642



 K953

      




 None
        

 AKQJ642
       

 Q1086
        

 J8

Possible Auction

Lead: A 

West        North        East           South




1


1
4
4 
5


5 
6
6
Pass


Pass
Double
All Pass



Andrew and Glyn say: Anything might happen on this hand! North-South can make 7, but East-West can make a very profitable sacrifice of 7 which goes down two (or three if North South find the club ruff – very unlikely). On hands like this, with enormous fits for both sides and great distribution, it pays to keep bidding and buy the contract at whatever level it takes.
32) East-West game; Dealer West 



 84

        

 743
       

 1082
        

 98632

 AKQ9652



 J107

 8




 AJ652
 A75




 963
 104




 QJ
          

 3

        

 KQ109
        

 KQJ4
        

 AK75
Possible Auction
           
Lead: 8
West        North        East            South

1
Pass
2
Double

4
Pass
Pass
Double

All Pass






Andrew and Glyn say: East is not strong enough to respond 2as they do not have 10+ points. 2is a more attractive option than 1NT.

West’s best chance to make the spade game is by establishing the fifth heart in dummy, using the J107 trumps as entries to ruff hearts. South, however, can beat the contract by switching to a trump after cashing the two club winners, thereby removing an entry prematurely.
