Hands from Episode 3 with expert commentary from Andrew McIntosh and Glyn Liggins on what the players should have done for optimal result, rather than what actually did happen. 

9) East-West game; Dealer North



 None

        

 Q986
       

 A1052
        

 KQJ95


 KJ96542



 AQ1087


 32




 AK1074

 73




 Q4

 A8




 3

          

 3

        

 J5
        

 KJ986
        

 107642



Possible Auction    

Lead: 
West        North        East           South


1
1
2
4
5
5
Pass

All Pass
Andrew & Glyn say: 5 should prove easy with the luxury of 12 trumps. If East West stray (or are pushed) into 6 the defence must lead diamonds. If they lead a club then the hearts can be set up for a diamond discard and the contract will be made. 

10. Game all; dealer East



 6

        

 Q
       

 K105432
        

 J10743

 Q432




 10875

 J10732




 A
 9




 QJ86
 AK5




 Q862

          

 AKJ9

        

 K98654
        

 A7
        

 9

Possible Auction

Lead: A




West        North        East           South



Pass
1


Pass
1NT
Pass
2


Pass
Pass
Double
All Pass

Glyn and Andrew say: A nightmare hand for North-South, where even a two level contract is in danger. There should be some juicy penalties for East-West. Note that if North responds at the two level, South will keep bidding to game. Disaster! The correct response on the North hand is 1NT (6-9 points). This should take the wind out of South’s sails.

11) Love all; Dealer South



 AQ

        

 AQ984
       

 A10653
        

 5


 J10954



 8763


 3




 762

 Q8




 KJ97

 Q10976



 K8

          

 K2

        

 KJ105
        

 42
        

 AJ432


Possible Auction 

Lead: 2

West        North        East            South




1


Pass
1
Pass
2

Pass
4NT
Pass
5


Pass
5NT
Pass
6


All Pass
Glyn and Andrew say: North is on the slam hunt as soon as South opens. Their heart fit comes to light quickly, and North may even try to get to a grand slam. Unfortunately North-South find themselves short of a key king. North needs to be careful in 6, as drawing three rounds of trumps will leave him a trick short! Correct technique is to establish the diamond suit first, ruffing high in dummy if necessary. 

Andrew says a neater bidding sequence is: 

West        North        East            South




1


Pass
1
Pass
2

Pass
6All Pass
12. North-South game; dealer West



 10975

        

 1072

       

 83

        

 J1087


 K432




 A86


 643




 AQ8


 K76




 A54


 Q42




 AK93

          

 QJ

        

 KJ95

        

 QJ1092

        

 65

Possible Auction 

Lead: Q
West        North        East            South

Pass
Pass
2NT
Pass


3NT
All Pass



Glyn and Andrew say: Everybody’s 3NT! The world and his wife will be in this, but can East bring the contract home on the Q lead. Correct play is to win the first diamond and concede a spade trick to the opposition. On the diamond continuation, East should win and try the black suits hoping for a 3-3 break in one of them. Disappointment! But East has one final string to his bow. Give South the lead in diamonds, and make the Q at trick 12. Another endplay!

