Hands from Episode 4 with expert commentary from Andrew McIntosh and Glyn Liggins on what the players should have done for optimal result, rather than what actually did happen. 

13) Game all; dealer North


 
 J1082

        

 1062
       

 K862



 J7


 K765




 A


 AQ74




 J53

 Q9




 A53

 953




 K108642

          

 Q943

        

 K98
        

 J1074
        

 AQ                
Possible Auction         
Lead:  3
West        North        East           South


Pass
1
Double

Redouble 1 
2
Pass 

          All Pass



Andrew & Glyn say: With 23 high card points between them East West should end up in a part score –  being the best. If they stray into 3NT a diamond play by South will scupper the contract. West’s redouble showed 9 plus high card points and a desire to penalize North-South. 
14) Love all; Dealer East



 10

        

 10432
       

 AQ106



 7532

 765




 AJ942

 865




 K7
 J




 9542
 KQ10984



 A6

          

 KQ83

        

 AQJ9
        

 K873
        

 J
Possible Auction             
Lead: J
West       North         East          
South



1
1NT


2
Double
Pass
2


Pass
3
Pass
4
All Pass


Glyn & Andrew say: This will be a difficult auction, and it is by no means obvious where the contract will come to rest. What do you think about South’s decision on the first round of the auction? 1NT is probably best, being the least flawed option. Note also North’s take-out double, looking for a fit in one of the red suits. In 4, the diamond lead is an obvious singleton. Win the lead in dummy. Draw the trumps quickly, starting by leading the 10 from the dummy so that the finesse can be repeated.

15) North-South game; dealer South



 Q53
        

 AK109743
       

 J10
        

 3

 A642




 KJ10987

 J82




 None

 Q95




 432

 A98




 QJ102
          

 None
        

 Q65
        

 AK876
        


 K7654

Possible Auction

Lead: Q

West        North        East           South




1


Pass
1
1
2


3
4
4
5


All Pass  



Glyn and Andrew say: N/S can make 6, but E/W have a profitable sacrifice in 6, which will go two down. Note how it pays to get involved with a long suit and a good distribution. East has a weaker hand than West, but it is incumbent on the hand with the long suit to get involved early on. If East finds a good fit for his spade suit, he can start to push the opponents around.

16) East-West game; Dealer West



 QJ1097

        

 AJ9
        

 843
        

 106


 None




 AK2


 K82




 Q4


 AK1095



 QJ762

 K7542




 AJ3





          

 86543

        

 107653
       

 None
        

 Q98

Possible Auction

Lead: Q

West       
North        East            
South

1
1
2
3



Pass
5
All Pass


Andrew and Glyn say: 5 is cold. A very touch and go slam hand for East West in 6. It looks like the position of the Q kills it but 12 tricks can be made by use of the Morton’s Fork coup. West must lead a small heart towards the queen in dummy. If North takes their ace they are doomed because the heart king will provide a club discard. If they don’t take it they are also doomed for West will discard their other two hearts on the AK.
