Hands from Episode 7 with expert commentary from Andrew McIntosh and Glyn Liggins on what the players should have done for optimal result, rather than what actually did happen. 

25) East-West game; Dealer North



 2
        

 AQ10
        

 KJ10983
        

 KQJ
 A107




 KQJ84 
 9832




 KJ6

 None




 62

 A98765



 1042


        

 9653
        

 754



 AQ754
        

 3

Possible Auction

Lead: K
   West        North        East            South

Pass
1
1
3


3
5
All Pass


Glyn and Andrew  say: A good defensive hand! West has to overtake with the A on the first round and switch to a heart to defeat the contract. West should know there is only one spade trick available for their side. East should have five plus spades for the overcall, so with four spades appearing in the dummy North has at most one. West has to look for another trick somewhere. Dummy’s weak 754 looks the best suit to attack.

26)  Game all; dealer East

        

 A4

        

 AKJ8642

        

 5

        

 J96


 Q863




 KJ1097


 Q73




 109


 AQ64




 K92


 54




 AK3

        

 52

        

 5

        

 J10873

        


 Q10872

Possible Auction



Lead: 5

West        North        East           South




1
Pass

3
 4 
   4 
       All Pass



Glyn & Andrew say: There is an interesting defence to 4. North wins the heart lead and switches to a diamond. When trumps are played North must immediately win with the ace and play a low heart so that partner can ruff and return a diamond for yet another ruff. How does North know that South’s lead is a singleton? Well, the 5 is the lowest remaining heart out, so it must be a singleton or from an honour.  But the missing honour is in dummy so the five must be a singleton. If it was a doubleton South would have led the top card.

27) Love all; Dealer South



 
 KJ985
        

 K762
        

 85
        

 K10
 4




 Q72


 Q94




 AJ3


 KJ763




 AQ1092

 Q753




 J6





          

 A1063
        

 1085
       

 4



 A9842
Actual Auction     Actual Lead was the A
West        North        East           South


                                     Pass                    Pass             1 2
4


All Pass



Andrew and Glyn say: The famous 1929 Bennett murder hand. John opened light with 1 on the North hand. His wife, Myrtle, rapidly propelled her spouse to 4. He failed to make his ambitious contract. A row ensued and Myrtle ended up shooting her husband dead. It’s been said married couples should never hang wall paper, learn to drive or play bridge with each other. We disagree with the final one!

P.S. Myrtle was acquitted of pre-meditated murder - rumour being the judge was a bridge player…

28) North-South game; Dealer West




 J7

        

 QJ10
        

 86542
        

 K42

KQ1043



 9652

 865




 2

 AJ




 K1093
 J109




 Q653

          

 A8

        

 AK9743
       

 Q7
        

 A87
Possible Auction     

Lead: K
West        North        East            South

Pass
Pass
Pass
1


1
2
2
4


All Pass

Glyn and Andrew say: With only nine tricks, South has a struggle to make the tenth. Will anyone spot the potential of making an extra diamond trick? Meanwhile might East-West take advantage of the favourable vulnerability to sacrifice? The right line of play for South is to win the spade lead and play a diamond immediately. With careful use of dummy’s QJ10 as entries a fifth round diamond winner can be established to make the contract.

